
 
 

 DEVOTIONAL 

How to Spark an Ordinary Revival | Welcoming the Stranger 

RECEIVE 

Slowly. Prayerfully, read Acts 2:42ʹ47, twice through. Before and after each 
reading, pray that the Holy Spirit would speak to you through the reading, 
revealing what God would have you hear, understand and apply to your life. 

REFLECT 

1. Consider the distinct practices of life in the early church that are listed in 
the passage. Which practices are part of your church experience today? 
tŚŝĐŚ�ŽŶĞƐ�ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚ͍ 

2. What is the impact of the practices that you are currently practicing? Who 
benefits from those practices and how? 

3. What might be the impactͶon ourselves, our community, our worldͶof 
adopting those practices you are not yet exercising? 

4. dŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͛Ɛ��ŽŵĞƐƚŝĐ�DŝƐƐŝŽŶ�&ĞƐƚ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĐĂůů�ƚŽ�͞tĞůĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�
^ƚƌĂŶŐĞƌ͟�ĂƐ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƚĞƐ�ŝŶ�DĂƚƚŚĞǁ�Ϯϱ͘�ZĞĂĚ�DĂƚƚŚĞǁ�Ϯϱ͗ϯϭʹ46. 
,Žǁ�ĚŽ�:ĞƐƵƐ͛�ǁŽƌĚƐ�ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽůĞ 
of a disciple? 

 

 

 



 

5. Examine the emotions that arise as you think about what this different 
kind of life might be like. Are there facets of this lifestyle that you find 
challenging or daunting? Exciting? Are you feeling fear, resentment, 
curiosity, eagerness? Pray that God would reveal the source of your 
emotional response and cultivate a more Christ like response in your  
heart and mind. 

RESPOND 

1. ^ŚĂƌĞ�Žƌ�ũŽƵƌŶĂů�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�͞ŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ�ĂĚũƵƐƚŵĞŶƚƐ͟�ǇŽƵ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ǁĞĞŬ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ŚĞůƉ�ĞǀŽŬĞ�ĂŶ�͞ŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ�ƌĞǀŝǀĂů͟�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽƌƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ZĞǀ͘�
Brooks described in his sermon. Consider how you might put yourself in 
ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ�ƚŽ�:ĞƐƵƐ͛�ĐĂůů�ŝŶ�DĂƚƚŚĞǁ�Ϯϱ͘ 

2. Visit ChristChurch.us/serve to explore the many opportunities that exist for 
us to serve othersͶboth in our church and in our broader community.   

RESOURCES 

1. You can explore the growth of the early church in further depth via this 
fascinating study from The Bible Project. 

2. �ŝƐĐŽǀĞƌ�ŚŽǁ�ŽŶĞ��ŚƌŝƐƚ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ƐŵĂůů�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŚĂƐ�ůĞĂŶĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�:ĞƐƵƐ͛�ĐĂůů�ŝŶ�
Matthew 25 by befriending a refugee family through an opportunity with 
World Relief, our domestic mission partner.  
You can find that video here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bibleproject.com/blog/growth-of-the-church/
https://christchurch.us/worldrelief


 

SCRIPTURE 

Acts 2:42ʹ47 | New International Version 

dŚĞǇ�ĚĞǀŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉŽƐƚůĞƐ͛�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĨĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ͕ to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many 
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together 
and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give  
to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad  
and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.  

And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

Matthew 25:31ʹ46 | New International Version 

͞tŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�^ŽŶ�ŽĨ�DĂŶ�ĐŽŵĞƐ�ŝŶ�His glory, and all the angels with Him, He will 
sit on His glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He 
will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. He will put the sheep on His right and the goats on His left. 

͞dŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�<ŝŶŐ�ǁŝůů�ƐĂǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŽŶ�HŝƐ�ƌŝŐŚƚ͕�͚�ŽŵĞ͕�ǇŽƵ�ǁŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�ďůĞƐƐĞĚ�ďǇ�ŵǇ�
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation 
of the world. For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave Me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited Me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed Me, I was sick and you looked after Me, I was 
in prison and you came to visit MĞ͛͘ 

͞dŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚĞŽƵƐ�ǁŝůů�ĂŶƐǁĞƌ�Hŝŵ͕�͚>ŽƌĚ͕�ǁŚĞŶ�ĚŝĚ�ǁĞ�ƐĞĞ�You hungry and 
feed You, or thirsty and give You something to drink? When did we see You a 
stranger and invite You in, or needing clothes and clothe You? When did we  
see You sick or in prison and go to visit YŽƵ͍͛ 

͞dŚĞ�<ŝŶŐ�ǁŝůů�ƌĞƉůǇ͕�͚dƌƵůǇ�/�ƚĞůů�ǇŽƵ͕�ǁŚĂƚĞǀĞƌ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŝĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ 
least of these brothers and sisters of Mine, you did for MĞ͛͘ 

͞dŚĞŶ�He will say to those on HŝƐ�ůĞĨƚ͕�͚�ĞƉĂƌƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�Me, you who are cursed, 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and His angels. For I was hungry and 
you gave Me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave Me nothing to drink, I 
was a stranger and you did not invite Me in, I needed clothes and you did not 
clothe Me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after MĞ͛͘ 



 

͞dŚĞǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ǁŝůů�ĂŶƐǁĞƌ͕�͚>ŽƌĚ͕�ǁŚĞŶ�ĚŝĚ�ǁĞ�ƐĞĞ�You hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help YŽƵ͍͛ 

͞,Ğ�ǁŝůů�ƌĞƉůǇ͕�͚dƌƵůǇ�/�ƚĞůů�ǇŽƵ͕�ǁŚĂƚĞǀĞƌ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ĚŽ�Ĩor one of the least  
of these, you did not do for MĞ͛͘ 

͞dŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁŝůů�ŐŽ�ĂǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�ĞƚĞƌŶĂů�ƉƵŶŝƐŚŵĞŶƚ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚĞŽƵƐ� 
ƚŽ�ĞƚĞƌŶĂů�ůŝĨĞ͘͟ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


